
RECORD OF THE PROCEEDINGS 
 

OKANOGAN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 
 

June 28, 2016 
 

  8:15 AM Update –Superior Court &Juvenile Dept-Judges & Administrator 

  9:00 AM  Commissioners’ Staff Meeting 

10:00 AM Discussion –Fair Gates Search & Rescue –Rick Avery  

10:30 AM Public Hearing – Utility Franchise –City of Okanogan- Public Works-Verlene Hughes 

11:00 AM Update – Public Works Administration– Ben Rough 

  1:30 PM Tentative Discussion US Forest Service Coordination Williams 

  2:00 PM Approve Consent Agenda 

  3:00 PM Discussion – HUD Housing Needs- Housing Authority Nancy Nash 

  4:00 PM Discussion- Bonneville Power Update- Roy Beatty 

 

The Okanogan County Board of Commissioners met in regular session on June 28, 2016, 
with, Commissioner DeTro Commissioner Ray Campbell, Commissioner Sheilah Kennedy, 
and Laleña Johns Clerk of the Board present.  
 

The Board of Okanogan County Commissioners convened at 8:15 AM. 

 

Review Consent Agenda 

Commissioners reviewed their consent agenda. 

 

Sabrina Smith, Dennis Rabidou, Denise Varner, Leah McCormack 

 

Dennis Rabidou stated the Judges would not be here as they were in court.  

 

Mr. Rabidou stated their budget is where it should be however the superior court budget has 

some concern, 

 

The Juvenile areas will level out due to no spending and is around 42% The SODA line was a 

concern, but they were able to get another $49,000 from the state through a grant revenue 

sharing. Ms. Smith stated they were limited on what it could be spent on. It must directly go 

towards the program. Mr. Rabidou is working with the state to change how the funds can be 

spent. It has to be spent. Usually they don’t get that much so usually around $9,000. Their co-

rates were higher. Commissioner Campbell stated planning ahead will help. Rabidou stated it is 

hard to know if the money will be granted and is hard to plan for. They have gotten better at it 

though. This year SODA was a big thing and is a priority with the state. The number of kids we 

have being served has gone up. Juvenile will do their best to spend appropriately. 
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Superior Court is tracking over all is court commissioner line is 76% spent and a court reporter is 

the cost of running trials. One went longer than a week but was anticipated at three days. The 

good news out of the eight trials they have three. Over all the budget is 47% they will do their 

best to keep with in the bottom line budget. Commissioner DeTro asked if it was due to jury 

trials. 76% doesn’t cover when a judge gets sick or a trial goes over, so with only three left that 

will help.  

 

Sabrina stated supplementals would be needed to budget the money and the board should see 

a lot more bills coming through soon. 

 

That is all they had for now. They thanked the board and the board thanked them. 

 

Briefing Among Commissioners 

Commissioners discussed following up the public on mis-information that is being circulated.  

We have submitted a press release and we do not know whether or not that was published. We 

might have to pay for advertisements. It is something the board should consider doing. We most 

likely will have to pay for the article. We have sent out several press releases and none have 

been published. There is a need to get on the radio and get the information out. Commissioner 

Campbell said he would rather submit a paid advertisement which states the facts and corrects 

the miss information. It is important for the people to know the facts. The commissioners stated 

they were taking the high road, but the info was being circulated.  

 

Ms. Varner suggested we Post the press releases on our website and state where the other 

places were submitted the release.  

 

We do not have a Facebook page everyone seems to  

 

Commissioners’ Staff Meeting 

Albert Lin, Tanya Craig, Denise Varner, member of the public 

 

Items discussed:  Fairgrounds volunteering versus County Employees; Risk Pool, Board 

of Equalization and possibly decreasing the membership from five to three;  

 

Executive Session RCW 42.30.110 (1) (i) 

Commissioner Kennedy moved to go into Executive Session at 9:30 a.m. to discuss current 

litigation to which the county is a party for 15 minutes with Albert Lin. Motion was seconded, all 

were in favor, motion carried. 

 

Executive Session was extended another 10 minutes at 9:45 a.m. 
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Executive Session ended at 9:55 a.m. no decisions were made.  

 

Discussion –Fair Gates Search & Rescue –Rick Avery 
Larry Gilman, Rick Avery, Denise Varner, member of the public 

 

The commissioner invited Mr. Avery to discuss the possibility of working the Fair gates. 

They have agreed to do it. They wondered about the changes that have been made.  

 

The fair advisory committee has recommended opening up more than one gate. There 

have been issues in the past with monitoring the gates which caused a loss of revenue.  

 

Larry stated there were two gates and one fast gate. Commissioner Campbell stated the 

board wished for the South Gate to be opened to allow those arriving late who are either 

elderly or disabled to be able to get through the gate timely. Larry stated they have 

shuttled people in before having two side by sides. Last year they approached the 

cheerleaders to see if they could help. Opening up the South gate would require more 

man power. The gate is either open or its not to eliminate the confusion. It was 

suggested that it not be mixed. The issue now is that they need 30 people per day to 

work five hour shifts. 2.82 per hour is what they worked for they don’t mind but it has 

been only 6-10 people. The want it to work for everyone. They have discussed using 

Loup Loup Ski bowl people to help out. Commissioner Campbell stated they want to be 

practical. The concern is how we do it.  

 

Larry Gilman discussed that vendors fill up the parking lot first. Even when a large area 

is blocked and reserved for the handicap, but then they become the parking police. The 

fair advisory committee will need to have a parking attendant to address this concern. 

 

Larry Gilman stated this would be their fourth year and each year it gets better and 

easier. A shuttle system would work best. Commissioner DeTro asked about Rod 

Rumboltz renting out his parking lot for the seniors and disabled then shuttle them back 

and forth. Who will be doing the shuttles? They will have the side by sides there, but 

that would be another thing to be considered. It is whole other moving part. Mr. Avery 

stated the relationship between Maurice Goodall and S&R has been good the last 

couple years. There are people who will still be asking to be let in for free. A list was 

provided which helped. The north gate, for events, must have a representative there to 

mitigate entries. The list would be obtained and that individual would be less apt to 

unload anger on a Fair representative or a member of their group. People thought that if 

they arrived with the person who could get in free that they also were allowed to get in 
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free, but that is not the case, only the person who is allowed in for free is the jockey and 

everyone else must pay.  

 

There is talk about changing the wrist bands to something else. Commissioner 

Campbell explained the tracking of tickets and how the changes will complicate things. 

Treasurer McCormack was not in favor of that plan. It will need to be bullet proof. The 

wrist bands are the best way to track and requiring people to wear one.  

 

Mr. Avery discussed using a stamp and wrist band so that both would be needed to get 

through the gate. The commissioners would like to see something like a Friday, 

Saturday, and Sunday stamp. If anyone leaves they would get a fresh stamp if needed. 

There are draw backs and enough stamps would be required for all gates.  

 

Commissioner Campbell asked if Rick and Larry were available July 7 at 6:00 to attend 

the FAC. They said they would attend. 

 

If a pass is used instead it would speed things up.  

 

Public Hearing Utility Franchise City of Okanogan County  

Shawn Davisson, Christian Johnson, Verlene Hughes 

 

Commissioner DeTro opened the hearing up for staff. 

 

Ms. Hughes gave her staff report. The utility is for a sewer line across the county right of 

way. The fee was paid in the amount of $750. The franchise was reviewed by legal 

counsel of both entities. Both were fine with the document. No calls have been received 

from the public. This is a 20 year franchise agreement. Any disturbing of the road will be 

addressed as in the agreement.  

 

Commissioner DeTro opened up to the public seeing no one present to comment he 

closed to public and opened up for commissioner discussion. 

 

Motion Resolution 51-2016 Order Adopting Franchise 

Commissioner Campbell moved to approve resolution 51-2016 adopting the 20 year 

utility franchise agreement with the City of Okanogan. Motion was seconded, all were in 

favor, motion carried 

 

 

Motion - Voucher Approval - Commissioners 
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Vouchers certified and audited by the Auditing Officer as required by RCW 42.24.080 and 

those expense reimbursement claims certified as required by RCW 42.24.090 have been 

recorded on a list, and made available to the Board.  As of this date, the Board did vote, by 

unanimous vote, to approve the CE vouchers in the amount of $1,662,405.90. Warrant 

numbers as cited on the attached blanket voucher list. Motion seconded and carried.  

 

Update – Public Works Administration– Ben Rough 

Ben Rough Verlene Hughes 

 

Road Log 

The road log last meeting they were to come back with a better map that coincided with 

the spreadsheet. They are at a point they want to start making decisions on how to 

move forward with the process. The timeline attached to the process in terms of 

vacations those processes have timelines attached to them, he suggested taking care 

of the easier ones then look at the more complicated ones. He wanted to get that 

meeting scheduled. Commissioner Campbell stated he took the map home of the 1955 

roads. He wondered if more history was available, he would like to connect the dots of 

the roads that were adopted in 1955 and which ones were adopted later. Ms. Hughes 

stated that the county adopted a county road system in 1955 not the actual roads. 

Commissioner Campbell would like to know what the situation was that lead up to the 

road being on our system. Ms. Verlene stated they are going through the files to find 

out. One of the maps “Condon” Ms. Verlene said Engineer Thomson had the written 

background of the 1955 maps and color coded the roads to show what had been 

adopted etc.… Commissioner Campbell stated that is what he would like to see. This is 

the same kind of map the GIS staff is working on to layer the different road status. 

Commissioner Kennedy reiterated the different GIS data layers that GIS could work into 

the map. The roads that were added correctly by resolution or commissioner action 

would be shown and checked.  

 

Mr. Rough stated he would like to schedule a meeting to further discuss the BOCC 

direction in moving the process forward. Commissioner Kennedy asked if we are sure 

public hearings were held to adopt the roads on the maps? Mr. Rough stated there are 

some roads that will require more staff time than others. The ones that have resolutions 

and were done properly those should just be added and would take care a huge portion 

of the map. She expects the ones in blue would need more discussion. Ms. Hughes will 

pick the road and ask the board what to do, the board should not worry about that stuff, 

leave it to staff to figure out. Commissioner Campbell discussed roads with mutual 

maintenance. There were quite a few agreements for maintenance, but there was no 

ending date. Ms. Hughes explained the index from 1986 to whenever of roads that were 
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removed and one we should look at right a way to determine if they go back on the 

system or go through a different process. Commissioner Campbell wondered if the 

roads that do not have any resolution should we go back in history to see from what 

time to what time what everyone had. Ms. Hughes stated those show up in a title 

search. She cannot stress enough that the 1955 is her guideline.  

 

USFS Travel Management Plan 

Mr. Rough has been in contact with Perry Huston to figure out where the 

inconsistencies are. The map is not very good, there are no easily identifiable 

information. His staff will do everything they can to prepare comment. They did not state 

a deadline but Mr. Rough stated 30 days would be the deadline. Commissioner 

Kennedy stated the USFS will be requested to come to the table in order to go over 

each road.  

 

Verlene Hughes put in a request for USFS roads that were closed, and that was never 

responded to within the 5 days. Unless the feds have different rules on FOIA’s than the 

state they would be required to respond within five days. 

 

ATV ORD Update 

Commissioner Kennedy asked whether any changes have been made to the ATV map. 

Ms. Hughes stated no, none. Commissioner Kennedy stated there were to be no 

changes. Everything stays the same. Ms. Hughes said yes.  

 

Engineering Technician Training Update 

Mr. Rough stated Don Motes is training and is approved 80 one month and so far he is 

at 30 hours with the end date of July 30, 2016. He came in well under his allotted time. 

The training has been very productive and staff has learned a lot in order to do the work 

themselves. He feels there are some things that will come up that they have not done. 

He thinks those staff are competent enough to learn on the fly. Don is open to a phone 

call once in a while.  

 

Mechanic Probationary Period 

Mr. Rough discussed the probationary period is about over, ends the end of July. He 

further discussed revisiting the situation and for the commissioners to consider a higher 

step because it was something that was asked for earlier. Commissioner Kennedy 

thought there was concern from Rocky Jackson in terms of the situation. She would feel 

better if he checked with Rocky first so we do not get into a situation with the Union. The 

commissioners will make the final decision. There are no mechanic positions open. 

Commissioner Kennedy stated there was public concern about a mechanic position. Mr. 
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Rough thought that was old information. There has been conversations about whether 

or not to request additional but that has not been verbalized. The mechanic shops are 

staffed with no open positions. They have a good crew. They were sending and still do 

on occasion that get sent out such as the issue with the dump trucks that staff did not 

have time to work on. The choice was whether to pull road crew to address the issue 

during the busy time of the year or take the machinery to a local mechanic to fix. 

Whether we are sending jobs out due to Public Works not being staff efficiently and that 

was taken care of.  

 

As it stands right now the county would not take on those maintenance items for the 

towns and cities it would stop there. It would be better if Josh Thomson be involved as 

he is more familiar with the interlocal agreements. If the board is thinking about 

changing their stance, then it would need to be incorporated into the agreement. It 

would be a carryover of a maintenance project we are already involved with. The towns 

are asked because they thought we did chip seal in the past. Mr. Rough will put it on the 

Engineers radar.  

 

Job Postings 

 

Right now they are posting jobs in a couple different areas. It has caused issues with 

other areas and cause back flow issues. He has to come to the commissioners to 

receive permission to hire and job postings. He wanted to make sure he had 

authorization from the BOCC regarding employees with seniority and their concerns. 

The board will begin to see those.  

 

Commissioner Campbell expressed concern about following up with the Weed Spray 

contractor to ensure the road way on areas in Chewuch and upper valley that did not 

get done. The road is mostly paved.  

 

Mr. Rough discussed an employee who will be on FMLA, which will leave the 

department in need. He asked if he could provide staff to fill the need. The board 

thought that would be fine to move forward.   

 

Motion Consent Agenda 

Commissioner Kennedy moved to approve the consent agenda items 1-9 as presented. 

Motion was seconded, all were in favor, motion carried.  

 

Housing Coalition 

Nancy Nash-Mendez, Lael Duncan, Misty Ruiz Brewster Clerk Brewster Housing Authority 
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Patty Leon Seattle Regional Office introduced herself. They are tasked with selecting a 

community to focus on and partner with in order to figure out how their agency can 

assisted with technical or none financial support or partnering with our other federal 

agencies. They have toured the county and will visit with the tribe tomorrow.  

 

Kim McCullum Seattle Office She has worked a lot through Okanogan County and is 

nice to be here.  

 

The group would like to hear what the commissioners concerns are regarding housing 

in the county. Commissioner Campbell stated during the fire storm over the last couple 

years it was difficult to find low income housing. The cost to provide the housing was 

cost prohibitive. He is concerned there is not enough low income housing. There is a 

shortage of this type of housing. The middle income folks are also struggling.  

 

Commissioner Kennedy said we have shifted back to renting more and not buying 

which puts the pressure on the limited amount of rentals. Once the fires took place it 

took it to a totally different level. Many apply for jobs out of the area and that hasn’t 

worked out because of lack of temporary housing. Many professionals coming here for 

a job from another area stay in hotels because there is nothing to rent. Commissioner 

DeTro spoke of a professional living in the Peppertree for three years because of lack of 

housing. When our Assessor’s house burned they had to stay in a Hotel, they wanted to 

rent but nothing is available. She discussed communities working on building low 

income housing but it was found to be too cost prohibitive to build.  

 

Commissioner Campbell explained the loss to the Pateros community because there 

were no temporary or low income housing to rent while they rebuilt. He explained his 

experience with rentals. The problems come when you get someone who doesn’t pay, 

you cannot get them out, you cannot protect your investment, and finally when you do 

what do you have left? That is a big road block. That is the way the law is written, to 

protect the renter over the landlord.  

 

Ms. Leon stated that Housing is the foundation of the community.  

 

Ms. Ruiz explained there were three families living in the store front. Many structures 

have garages or sheds, which people will be living in them to sleep in with the home 

being shared for bathroom and kitchen. There is nothing to purchase or rent in the 

Brewster area. There is no room for people. The water usage is a clear indication of 

how people are doubling up. The state was surprised with the data and the water 

usage. She has not been to other community meetings to learn if this is county wide or 
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isolated to Brewster. Commissioner DeTo stated it is everywhere. They are building 

H2A housing all the time. Storage units are also being used. If the empty storage units 

are not locked up people will use them as a home. Commissioner Kennedy stated 

hearing from the Chaplin that many were helped and members of a family. The Chaplin 

found there was a lack of care of the motel rooms that are no longer available. This will 

be a huge impact. Our current existing buildings need repairs to keep people from 

becoming homeless. There aren’t funds for maintaining the housing we do have for low 

income people.   

 

Ms. Kim McCullum explained some idea gathering that they have been on. They wish 

there were enough money to go around. She discussed another element to change is 

providing education. She discussed the Veterans programs dealing with homeless. She 

met Shane Barton. Commissioner DeTro stated Eric Fritts is also the county’s Veterans 

Service Officer.  

 

Ms. Ruiz thinks that somewhere in the Tri-City area Bridgeport area that additional 

housing can be addressed between the three cities. There is only one low income 

housing unit in Brewster. It is very difficult to find housing due to not enough 

infrastructure.  

 

Ms. Duncan explained qualifications for low income housing. Ms. Ruiz stated new sewer 

and water project happening so she thinks due to the construction they have plans to 

expand. If everything goes right with the project they will have additional water capacity 

and infrastructure to build.  

 

The group thanked the commissioners for their input and time to gather housing 

concerns. The commissioners appreciated the group’s effort. 

 

Discussion Bonneville Power Update- Roy Beatty & others 

Staff Char Schumacher, BPA Chuck Brushwood, Roy Beatty, and Holly Harwood also 

with BPA 

 

Commissioner Kennedy asked about conservation easements and how those are 

funded. Derek Olma-Fancher Ranch. That is for his new place not AVR is both Antoine 

Valley Ranch and Cascade Ranch Inc. with three primary owners. The owners as far as 

he knows was not pursuing conservation easements that was Derek Alma for his 

property. Commissioner DeTro asked if it includes the Fancher Dam property. Mr. 

Brushwood replied that is a portion of the dam. There is a parcel near the dam toe of 

the reservoir. Commissioner Campbell stated tax dollars and dollars generated by the 
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ranch is a real loss with it coming out of private ownership. This project is 2524.34 

acres. The Fanchers sold in the 1970’s to the current owners.  

 

Commissioner Kennedy asked what the interest is to restore instream flows in Antoine 

Creek intended to increase likely hood of recovery for steel head salmon. They had to 

acquire the ranch in order to obtain the water rights. A specific management plan will be 

developed for the Antoine Creek Ranch. They cannot be exact in things they do not 

know. There are other tools that could be utilized. The are 630 acres that was in hay 

and annually cropped in corn for silage. Knowing what they know the hay field won’t 

grow without the water, the corn ground will need to be planted in a grass ground cover. 

They are still working on fallow hay ground without any weed load. The property has 

been managed for the last 80 years. Typically when land is acquired the water rights are 

conveyed immediately with ADR they plan to phase the instream transfer. The idea is to 

establish vegetation that doesn’t need as much water. The balance of the property is 

primarily shrub step and could have additional agriculture uses. It must be consistent to 

address habitat protections. Commissioner Kennedy asked if the grazing would be put 

out to bid to other ranchers to use. Yes they would advertise an opportunity and then 

select the best bid. In Antoine Valley Ranch they would discuss this with Derek Alma. 

That relationship has been strained and it has been difficult to discuss anything with him 

until the land closes. They do intend to work with Derek on the management of the land. 

Commissioner Kennedy asked if Derek would be allowed to lease land? Whenever the 

Tribe leases lands their process is entirely open.  

 

Commissioner Campbell stated it is more and more difficult to balance the budget with 

the tax.  

Mr. Beatty asked what the ratio of public lands versus private. There is only about 10% 

in private land that is actually usable.  

 

It is possible through a lease or another arrangement, the tribe currently acquired BPA 

funding and tried to donate to Ranchers affected by Carlton Complex fire. There may be 

opportunities to donate hay. The intention with the second cutting is for either the whole 

second cutting donated back. Commissioner Kennedy stated the McClure ranch is 

looking for hay. She thanked them for taking it into consideration as people are not out 

of the woods after the last two years of fires.  

 

Commissioner Kennedy asked when the property is expected to close. An 

announcement will be made and distributed. Mr. Brushwood said he thought it would 

close around August this year. She further asked when this sale goes through our 
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Planning Department will be notified and going of the tax roll, do the commissioner still 

keep it on our map. Ms. Schumacher stated 

 

Commissioner DeTro asked if they will utilize the Water Conservancy board. No, they 

do not. A different process is taken to work directly with Ecology. They chose to go with 

Trout Unlimited certified examiner ASPEC and they will right the report. This is similar to 

the Water Conservancy board.  

 

Commissioner DeTro adjourned the 5:00 p.m. 

 

 


